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FRANK FAMILY
Petite Sirah Napa Valley SJ Vineyard Reserve 2009
93 points | $65 | 724 cases made | Red
Shows vivid wild blackberry notes at the core, with terrific inten-

sity and purity, accented by underbrush, pepper, sarsaparilla and 

licorice grace notes. Starts plush, but the dense tannins firm up on 

the finish. Drink now through 2020.—M.W.

ANDREW MURRAY
Syrah Paso Robles Terra Bella Vineyard 2010
93 points | $36 | 350 cases made | Red
Pure, rich and layered, with dark, vivid, snappy wild berry, spice 

and pepper notes. Smoothes out on the finish, ending long and 

lingering. Drink now through 2022.—J.L.

PRUETT
Syrah Sierra Foothills CSP 2010
93 points | $36 | 200 cases made | Red
A remarkable effort, rich and savory, with a wealth of flavors built 

around supple blackberry and wild berry flavors. Floral scents 

maintain focus through the finish, ending with a burst of black 

licorice and spice. Drink now through 2022.—J.L.

Insider
A FIRST LOOK AT OUR EDITORS’ MOST EXCITING NEW WINES

SINE QUA NON, SAXUM, SCHRAMSBERG, GAJA—this week’s Wine Spectator Insider has the 

latest from plenty of heavy hitters in both California and Italy. Syrah, Grenache, Cabernet, Pinot and 

blends out of California, up to 95 points, show ingenuity in a range of regions, from Napa to Paso 

Robles. Look for the latest SQN The Duel Eleven Confessions Vineyard Syrah and Grenache, the 

Saxum Paderewski Vineyard blend, the Denner Ditch Digger, a pair of winners from Brian Benson 

and a 1997 Schramsberg 150th Anniversary cuvée.

This week’s Italian offerings are Barbarescos, including the latest Gaja Sorì Tildìn, Sorì San Lo-

renzo and Costa Russi bottlings (though these bear the Langhe appellation). There are also fine 

expressions from Bruno Rocca and Elvio Cogno, among others. Be sure to check out the six Hot 

Wines on page 4. 

CALIFORNIA
ANCIEN
Pinot Noir Napa Valley Mink Vineyard 2009
93 points | $45 | 246 cases made | Red
Charming and graceful, this is intense, pure and focused, with 

vivid blackberry, raspberry, floral and black tea scents that turn el-

egant, gaining density on the finish. Drink now through 2022.—J.L.

BEHRENS FAMILY
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Cemetery 2010
93 points | $125 | 220 cases made | Red
Rich and plush, featuring a core of dark berry, plum, spice and 

mocha, with wall-to-wall flavors and tannins that are supple and 

graceful. Great length. Best from 2014 through 2024.—J.L.

DENNER
The Ditch Digger Paso Robles 2010
93 points | $60 | 1,140 cases made | Red
Weaves together a complex fabric of earth and black licorice-

laced blackberry and raspberry flavors, with touches of cedar and 

hazelnut, firming nicely on the espresso-tinged finish. Grenache, 

Syrah, Mourvèdre, Cinsault and Counoise. Drink now through 

2022.—J.L.
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SANGUIS
Syrah California Six White Horses 2009
93 points | $75 | 250 cases made | Red
A powerful wine, offering a gorgeous core of vivid, rich black-

berry, wild berry and raspberry, with shades of tar, pencil lead and 

black licorice. Holds focus through the finish. Drink now through 

2022.—J.L.

VILLA CREEK
Grenache Paso Robles Garnacha Denner Vineyard 2010
93 points | $50 | 250 cases made | Red
Fresh and snappy, with vivid red and black fruit highlighted by 

red and black licorice, ending with firm, fine-grained tannins and a 

long aftertaste. Drink now through 2022.—J.L.

CALCAREOUS
Moose Paso Robles 2009
92 points | $34 | 515 cases made | Red
Intense, with rich road tar, graphite, dried dark berry, cedar and 

crushed rock. This is expansive, gaining depth and nuance on the 

finish, where the tannins are firm. Syrah and Petit Verdot. Drink 

now through 2024.—J.L.

CALCAREOUS
Syrah Paso Robles 2009
92 points | $34 | 470 cases made | Red
Pure and elegant, offering vivid raspberry and spicy blackberry 

and huckleberry flavors, with touches of fresh earth and under-

brush. Drink now through 2022.—J.L.

DENNER
Grenache Paso Robles 2010
92 points | $50 | 410 cases made | Red
Offers ripe, plump and generous plum and blackberry fruit, ending 

with graceful, fine-grained tannins and a hint of mocha. Drink now 

through 2021.—J.L.

PROSPECT 772
Syrah Sonoma County The Instigator 2010
92 points | $36 | 139 cases made | Red
Offers a pleasantly elegant mix of blackberry, dried berry, subtle 

earth, cedar and anise. This is most impressive on the finish, with 

graceful tannins. Drink now through 2021.—J.L.

RAMEY
Syrah Sonoma Coast Rodger’s Creek Vineyard 2009
92 points | $60 | 335 cases made | Red
Features a rich medley of dark berry, charcoal, espresso and 

beef carpaccio, with the melted licorice and mocha core occupy-

ing center stage. Offers chewy tannins. Best from 2013 through 

2023.—J.L.

SINE QUA NON
Grenache Sta. Rita Hills The Duel Eleven Confessions  
Vineyard 2008
92 points | $220 | 398 cases made | Red

Remarkably elegant and understated, with generous, supple plum, 

blueberry, pepper and spice. Deceptively sleek and subdued, un-

folding slowly and gracefully. Drink now through 2020.—J.L.

VILLA CREEK
Avenger Paso Robles 2010
92 points | $45 | 400 cases made | Red
Exhibits an enticing mix of ripe berry, hot brick, white pepper 

and spice. Holds focus through the finish, ending with a subtle 

earthiness. Syrah, Mourvèdre and Grenache. Drink now through 

2021.—J.L.

VILLA CREEK
Willow Creek Cuvée Paso Robles 2010
92 points | $45 | 400 cases made | Red
Dark, rich and peppery, with a solid core of blackberry and boy-

senberry that is pure and focused. Offers a mouthcoating finish. 

Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre. Drink now through 2022.—J.L.

DONELAN
Syrah Russian River Valley Walker Vine Hill 2010
91 points | $45 | 350 cases made | Red
Tightly bundled, with a mix of loamy earth, dark berry, cedar, ha-

zelnut and tobacco, this impresses with detailed flavors that linger 

on the finish. Drink now through 2022.—J.L.

ITALY 
PIEDMONT
FONTANABIANCA
Barbaresco Bordini 2009
93 points | $58 | 100 cases imported | Red
This red starts out round and silky, with fresh acidity driving the 

cherry, spice and light menthol flavors. Pure and balanced, with 

well-integrated tannins and a long aftertaste. Best from 2015 

through 2027.—B.S.

GAJA
Langhe Sorì San Lorenzo 2009
93 points | $495 | 200 cases imported | Red
A rich, muscular style, with black cherry, plum, smoke and spice 

aromas and flavors holding court. Balanced and smooth, in a mod-

ern style, showing refinement and length on the finish. Best from 

2015 through 2027.—B.S.

CANTINA DEL PINO
Barbaresco Albesani 2009
93 points | $56 | 180 cases made | Red
The picture of harmony, this red exudes cherry and floral aromas, 

with plenty of berry, tobacco and balsamic flavors. Balanced and 

firm, with a lingering aftertaste of spice and mineral. Accessible 

now, yet will improve. Best from 2014 through 2025.—B.S.
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BRUNO ROCCA
Barbaresco Rabajà 2009
93 points | $89 | 100 cases imported | Red
This is rich, lightly marked by spicy new oak, with fruit shining 

through. The cherry and strawberry flavors are augmented by 

earth and wild herbs, finishing with a grip of refined tannins. Best 

from 2015 through 2026.—B.S.

ELVIO COGNO
Barbaresco Bordini 2009
92 points | $50 | 550 cases made | Red
This red exhibits a supple texture, juicy profile and firm structure, 

all in alignment with its cherry, raspberry, licorice and tobacco fla-

vors. A touch dry on the finish now, yet this should develop nicely. 

Best from 2015 through 2026.—B.S.

GAJA
Langhe Costa Russi 2009
92 points | $495 | 200 cases imported | Red
Perfumed and pure, this red delivers floral, berry and spice flavors 

on a harmonious frame. There’s a touch of licorice as this tightens 

up on the finish. Best from 2015 through 2027.—B.S.

MARCHESI DI GRÉSY
Barbaresco Martinenga 2009
92 points | $54 | 400 cases imported | Red
This is silky in texture and exudes cherry and raspberry flavors 

matched to an elegant frame. Approachable now, with precision 

balance conducive to cellaring. Drink now through 2023.—B.S.

PAITIN
Barbaresco Sorì Paitin Vecchie Vigne 2008
92 points | $75 | 416 cases made | Red
Licorice and tar are the main calling cards here, along with to-

bacco and eucalyptus. There’s plenty of sweet fruit to match the 

dense tannins. A muscular style overall. Best from 2015 through 

2027.—B.S.

CANTINA DEL PINO
Barbaresco Ovello 2009
92 points | $56 | 450 cases made | Red
Pure cherry, raspberry and rose aromas and flavors mark this 

elegant red. Vibrant and firmly structured, with a coating of dusty 

tannins on the finish. Best from 2015 through 2026.—B.S.

SOTTIMANO
Barbaresco Cottá 2009
92 points | $55 | 833 cases made | Red
A bright, cherry- and strawberry-infused red, supported by a base 

of dusty tannins. This is succulent, and the sweet fruit and struc-

ture play off each other through the lingering finish. Best from 

2015 through 2027.—B.S.

BENI DI BATASIOLO
Barbaresco 2009
91 points | $43 | 750 cases imported | Red
This is silky and elegant, wearing its sweet fruit and floral notes 

with style and grace. Firmly structured, but all the components are 

in the right proportion, with fine length. This just needs time. Best 

from 2014 through 2025.—B.S.

OLEK BONDONIO
Barbaresco Roncagliette 2009
91 points | $64 | 175 cases made | Red
A pretty red, sporting floral, cherry, strawberry and spice aromas 

and flavors. Delicate and beautifully integrated, with a linger-

ing sweet fruit aftertaste. Approachable now. Drink now through 

2023.—B.S.

GAJA
Barbaresco 2009
91 points | $255 | 750 cases imported | Red
The aromas are restrained for now, but the latent perfume is there. 

This is locked up tightly on the palate, with dusty tannins assert-

ing themselves on the finish. Could exude a sense of purity and 

complexity if given time. Features a long, spicy aftertaste. Best 

from 2015 through 2027.—B.S.

BRUNO ROCCA
Barbaresco 2009
91 points | $53 | 130 cases imported | Red
Round and charming, this red displays cherry, leather, licorice 

and spice flavors, with a hint of dark chocolate. Balanced and 

fresh, featuring a mouthwatering finish. Best from 2014 through 

2024.—B.S.

FONTANABIANCA
Barbaresco 2009
90 points | $46 | 192 cases imported | Red
This red is loaded with licorice, spice and tobacco flavors, with 

cherry lurking in the background. Rich, yet remains sleek, with 

a chewy texture. Fresh and long, with a savory finish. Best from 

2014 through 2024.—B.S.

CANTINA DEL PINO
Barbaresco 2009
90 points | $45 | 1,000 cases made | Red
Already beginning to reveal aromas and flavors of truffle and tar, 

this supple red is balanced and harmonious. Could still use a year 

or two for the tannins to soften. Best from 2014 through  

2024.—B.S.

PRUNOTTO
Barbaresco 2009
90 points | $45 | 750 cases imported | Red
Charming and accessible, this smooth red evokes cherry, herb and 

underbrush aromas and flavors. Tightens up on the finish, where 

the muscular tannins take over. Shows good balance overall. Best 

from 2015 through 2025.—B.S.




